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MEDIA RELEASE  

DETLEF TREFZGER JOINS BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
SWISSPORT INTERNATIONAL AG 

Swissport International has appointed Detlef Trefzger, former CEO of 

Kuehne+Nagel International, as a Non-Executive Director to the Board of Directors.  

Swissport International AG, the global leader in airport ground services and air cargo handling, has appointed 

Detlef Trefzger as a Non-Executive Director to its Board of Directors. He is the former CEO of Kuehne+Nagel, 

where he served from March 2013 to July 2022. During his tenure, the company developed into the world's 

largest transport and logistics service provider and invested heavily in new technologies and digitalization as well 

as in sustainable transport and logistics services. Detlef Trefzger was also responsible for the acquisition of Apex 

International, which significantly expanded Kuehne+Nagel's airfreight presence in Asia. 

Prior to his role as CEO of Kuehne+Nagel, Detlef Trefzger held various senior positions at DB Schenker AG, 

including Executive Vice President of Global Contract Logistics and Supply Chain Management. He began his 

career as Senior Project Manager at Siemens AG and later worked as Principal at Roland Berger & Partner in the 

transportation and logistics sector. He holds a doctorate from the Vienna University of Economics and Business. 

In addition to his new role at Swissport, Detlef Trefzger serves as a member of the Board of Directors for 

easyJet plc (UK), Accelleron Industries AG (Switzerland), Swiss Prime Site AG (Switzerland), and PSA 

International (Singapore). He is also an operating advisor to Clayton, Dubilier & Rice, a private investment firm, 

as well as the owner and founder of advisory firm Larix Equity. 

“We are delighted to welcome Detlef Trefzger to our Board of Directors,” says David Siegel, Chairman of the 

Board of Swissport International AG. “His exceptional track record and deep industry expertise will be invaluable 

as we continue to expand our global footprint and deliver exceptional value to our clients.” 

Trefzger’s appointment follows the recent addition of Janina Kugel, former Managing Board member and Chief 

Human Resources Officer of Siemens AG, and Julian Diaz Gonzalez, former long-serving CEO of Dufry, to the 

Swissport Board of Directors in July 2024. Their collective expertise strengthens Swissport’s governance and will 

help guide the company through its next phase of strategic growth. 

Swissport’s Board of Directors is responsible for setting the company’s strategic priorities and ensuring 

compliance with corporate governance best practices to support its global operations. 
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In 2023, Swissport International AG provided best-in-class airport ground services for some 232 million airline passengers 

(2022: 186 million) and handled roughly 4.7 million tons of air freight (2022: 4.8 million) at 115 air cargo centers worldwide. 

Several of its warehouses have been certified for pharmaceutical logistics by IATA’s CEIV Pharma and by the British MHRA. At 

the end of December 2023, the world's leader in airport ground services and air cargo handling, with currently around 60,000 

employees, was active at 286 airports in 44 countries on six continents. 

 

Media contacts 

Swissport International AG, Group Communications, Stefan Hartung, P.O. Box, 8058 Zurich Airport, Switzerland 

media@swissport.com, +41 43 815 00 22 


